Differences Between Paticca Samuppada and Pathana

	S/N
	Paticca Samuppada


	Pathana

	1
	Paticca Samuppada is a very important doctrine as it describes causal relations which explain the conditionality and dependent nature of uninterrupted flux of manifold physical and mental phenomena of existence.  It explains how each individual is involved in the Wheel of Existence undergoing the rounds of becoming and misery in the long samsara.


	Unless one is thorough with Paticcasamuppada and the enumerates of phenomena is
 the minimum pre-requisite to understand ‘the Doctrine of Relations’.  It is suppose to 
be the most important text of the Abhidhamma.  It treats “the doctrine of Relations’ 
elaborately.  Patthana method not only describes the cause and effect but also 
explains how  the cause conditions the effect to arise.  These correlates all the 
physical and psychical phenomena by cause and effect occurring in real life.



	2
	The operation of the 12 links has to be understood in the context of 3 successive chains of life, namely: a past life (atita kamma bhava), a present life (paccuppana vipaka bhava) and future life, which is explained under upapatti and kama bhava.  The process of existence (bhava) continues, and the present life is flowed by a rebirth (punnabhava).
	Being the principal work dealing with the Buddhist Philosophy of relations on a formula, ‘Dependent on a (eg. Wholesome) phenomenon may arise (wholesome) phenomena, conditioned by way of (root-cause).  The basic schemata allows to formulate an important axiom of Buddhist philosophy.  A complete statement of a thing requires, besides its analysis, also a statement of its relations to other things.



	3
	The ‘Wheel of Becoming (bhava cakka) is craving or grasphing pulsated by ignorance actuates itself endless rebirth in samsara.  The formula is usually called ‘the Causal Formula of Dependent Origination of Existence as Becoming’.
	Understanding the conditioned nature of the existence through Patthana it becomes easier to see the origin of the fact of autoerotic condition of the mind on all phenomena enter into existence through conditions: - arising (uppada), stability (thiti) and passing (bhanga).  The Book furnishes built an abstract schema of all possible relations:- samudaya dhamma, vaya dhamma, samudaya vaya dhamma.


	4
	The technical meaning of ignorance in relation to the Casual Formula is an overall factor which enthralls a person I the chains of a deluded ‘I-personality’.  It particularly means a non-realising of the fact that our sankharas are the basis of our actions and deeds, good and bad taken together, and that they make up the grasping, which feed our insatiable thirst for life in the present and the future.  In its most poignant sense, ignorance means that people is a mystery unto themselves.  It is nothing but the effect of a conditioning cause, namely, the inter-locking of one of the activities of the six senses and its objects.  It is only present, if and for as long as this cause exists, and vanish again into the flow process of Bhavanga, as soon as this stimulating or conditioning cause subsides. 

	The meaning of the term ‘patthana’ will now to explained as ‘Padhanam thanam ti patthanam’.  Patthana is the pre-eminent or principal cause.  In this definition ‘padhana’ means ‘pre-eminent’ and the word ‘thana’ means ‘condition’ or ‘cause’.  Hence the whole expression means the ‘pre-eminent cause’, the actual cause or the ineluctable cause.  The is said having reference to its ineluctable effect or result (paccayuppana) as ‘ related things’.  There are 2 kinds of effects, the direct and the indirect.  By ‘the direct is meant the primary or actual effect, and by ‘the indirect’ is meant the consequent or incidental effect.  Of these 2 kinds, only the direct effect is here referred to as ineluctable, and for this reason that it never fails to arise when its proper cause is established or brought into play.  Hence the principal cause alone is meant to be expounded into this ‘Great Treatise’.  For this reason the name ‘patthana’ is assigned to the entire collection of the 24 relations.
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